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During the Civil War the North had depleted its
cattle supply in order to feed its soldiers, while
in Texas the cattle had roamed free and multi-
plied while the ranchers fought for the

South. The resulting supply and demand differ-
ences made cattle much more valuable in the
North than in the South. The difference was so
great that while cattle were worth $4 a head in
Texas, they were worth $40 in the northeast. A
man by the name of Joseph McCoy realized the
potential in this and in 1867 built stockyards in
Abilene, Kansas on the Kansas Pacific Rail-
way. He encouraged ranchers to drive their

cattle to his stockyards to be sold up North.

The first to drive cattle to the stockyards on the
Chisholm Trail was O.W. Wheeler, who drove
2400 head of cattle with his partners from Tex-
as to Abilene. O.W. Wheeler drove the first of
an estimated 5,000,000 head of cattle that
were driven on the Chisholm Trail between the
years of 1867 and 1884. As the railway
worked its way further south cattle drives be-

came shorter in length. They originally ended

in Abilene, Kansas, but later ended in New-
ton, Wichita, and eventually Caldwell, which
was right on the border between Kansas and
Oklahoma. With the invention of barbed wire
farmers began putting up barbed wire fences
to prevent cattle from eating their

crops. These developments greatly discour-
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